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brave and valiant, and never turn back
)m an enemy?
PERCEVAL.   I will.

GAWAIN.   Wilt thou flee all wrong as if it
3re a plague, and follow ever after purity,
mperance, and reverence?
PERCEVAL.   I will.

GAWAIN. Of a truth I believe thou wilt,
r I never saw fairer lad, nor more honest.
PERCEVAL. But how shall I become a
light?

GAWAIN,   A noble king, Arthur, rules in this
nd.   He is the best knight in the realm, and
head over all knights.   By him canst thou be
.ade knight, if he will receive thee.   But first
lou must go to thy mother and ask her if
lou mayest.    I must away now with my
rother knights.   Farewell, lad.
PERCEVAL.   Farewell,   Sir  Knight-Beast.
[The  three  go  o/, Gawain first.    Perceval
stands watching them out of sight]
Curtain

SCENE II

Characters: PERCEVAL and his MOTHER.
[In the forest.    PercevaVs mother is on the

stage, walking as if looking for someone.

Enter Perceval} almost running]

MOTHER. My son, where have you been?
t is late. I was anxious, and have come in
earch of you.

PERCEVAL. 0 mother! I have seen such a
ight

MOTHER. Come here, what is it? Are
rou ill?

PERCEVAL. Nay, mother, I am not ill
3ut I have been in the forest and seen a fair,
air sight*

MOTHER.    What was it?

PERCEVAL. It was a man. There are other
nen in the world, mother, besides thee and
ne. Didst thou know it? Thou didst never
tell me. This man was more beautiful than
inything I have ever seen. At first I thought
him God, but he told me that he was a knight,
and there were two other knights with him.
And, mother, I would fain be a knight too,
and I must go to King Arthur's court.

MOTHER. Alas, my son! Long have I la-
bored and much have I striven that thou

shouldst know naught of knighthood or of
chivalry or of aught that belongeth to the world
of arms. I would choose that thou hadst never
heard of it.
PERCEVAL. But why, mother? why should
I not be a knight?
MOTHER. Thy father was a knight, the
greatest knight of his time, but he was slain;
and so were my brothers and my father, till I
was alone save for thee. Therefore I came away
into this forest, resolving that thou shouldst
know nothing of the world of arms where
men are ever busy with fighting.
PERCEVAL. Was my father a knight? Then
mother, sweet mother, may not I go to-day and
be a knight?
MOTHER. Son, thou art all the comfort
I have. God hath left me nothing more, but
with thee I was content.
PERCEVAL. But I must be a knight. I
tell thee if I may not, thou shalt have little joy
of me hereafter.
MOTHER. It is true. Thy heart is no longer
here, even if thy body is. Sit here by me a
moment, lad, and let me tell thee what thou
shalt do to be a knight, for thou knowest
little enough of hall or bower though I have
taught thee with all faithfulness the knightly
virtues. Hearken now to these three things
which I tell thee. When thou meetest a knight
doff thy hood, for so wilt thou show proper
respect. That is the first thing thou must do.
Then, honor thy king and give to him such
service and obedience as thou hast given me.
And the third thing is this. Always show
courtesy to a lady. If thou findest anywhere,
be it far or near, a lady who is in need, succor
her even to the measure of thy life. If thou
doest these three things, thou wilt not go far
amiss in Arthur >s court.
PERCEVAL.   I will remember, mother.   And
now let us away home, for I must get something
to eat and be off to the court of the king.
Curtain
SCENE ni
Leading characters: KING ARTHUR, PERCEVAL,
KAY, A LADY, HER PAGE, A SENTINEL,
A FOOL; two or three other knights are
about.